Wed, Mar 14, 2007 10:30 PM

Subject: Update

Date: Wednesda y, March 14, 2007 10:30 PM

From: Mary P earson <mary@christianga  ys.com>

To: "CGNewsletter@y ahoogroups.com” <CGNewsletter@y ahoogroups.com>
Conversation: Update

NEW PAGE ON CG.COM b Personal Stories b Calling All Writers!

There is now a new link on the website called Personal Stories

Are y ou now at peace withy  our sexualit y andy our Christianit y? W ould y our story be
helpful to others who are still struggling?

Ify ou ha ve a story to tell of y  our journey to acceptance of y ourself as a Ga vy Christian,
would y ou please document it and send it to me, along with a pic if y ou ha ve one, and
IOl post it in our new section called OP  ersonal StoriesO .

If y ou wish to remain anon  ymous, just send it under a different name and we wonO t
include a pic.
Matthew and Heather have started us off. Please read their Personal Stories at

http://christiangays.com/stories.shtml

MESSAGE BOARDS - OMUSICIANS WANTEDO

| am interested in forming a Christian hea vy metal band in the St.Louis, Missouri
metropolitan area. I'm looking for a k eyboardist, a drummer , a bassist, two guitarists,
and someone to help arr  ange concerts and recording sessions.

For more information contact Daniel at (314) 664 3927.

This message is posted on the Boards at http://christiangays.com/smf/index.php/topic,
127.0.html
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SUPPORT RYAN CRILLY WHO IS RUNNING A FULL MARATHON FOR LEUKEMIA
& LYMPHOMA

Ryan says:
YES ladies and gentlemen, the resident blind guy is tr aining to run a full mar ~ athon, and
for those who don't know a full mar athon is standard 26.2 miles.

| am tr aining with the  Team in Training people from the Leukemia & Lymphoma

Society . The tr aining progr am they ha ve is ex ceptional. Ev en my personal tr ainer has
said that he can'tdo an  ything to the routine and schedule they pro vide to impro ve it -
and he belongs to the  National Academy of Sports Medicine , SO its prett y well

guar anteed he knows his stuff

So if y'all feel compelled to donate please go to http://activ e.com/donate/tntccal/
ry ancrilly

This is a pic of R yan (blue shirt) with his partner Michael.

| have started Ryan off with a small Donation myself. | hope that many of you will chip
in something to support Ryan B even a $5 donation would lift his spirits and help him
run. Remember, this is not only supporting Ryan (a CG.com member for a LONG time)
but is going to the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society.

The link again is  http://active.com/donate/tntccal/ryancrilly.
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GAY GOOD NEWS - Minister Protests Same-Sex Union Ban With A Halt To All
Weddings

Excerpt:

AMHERST, Mass. - An Episcopal minister will stop performing all wedding ceremonies to
protest the denomination’'s prohibition of same-sex unions.

"We are called to join the fast that our homosexual brothers and sisters in Christ ha ve
had to observ e all their liv es,” said the R ev. Robert Hirschfeld, rector of Gr ace Episcopal
Church.

Read the whole article at Gay Good News  at http://christiangays.com/news.shtml

(Thanks Scott!)

NEWS - ODONOT ASK DONOT TELLO - GENERAL PACEDOS COMMENTS

Excerpt:

Yesterda y, Gen. P eter P ace, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff , told The Chicago
Tribune that he supports the P entagon's "Don't Ask, Don't T ell"ban on ga ys servingin
the military because homosexual acts "are immor al," and compared it to an adulterous

affair with the spouse of another service member

To read this Press Release from the Human Rights Commission, please go to the Gay
GOOD News page at http://christiangays.com/news.shtml#pace

Scott has made some comments that | think bear sharing. He says:

U.S. Citiz ens, | hopey ou will tak e a second to write Gener  al Pace and tell him his words
were unacceptable. Here is the link. http://www .defenselink.mil/fag/comment.aspx
(more links are on the Gay GOOD News  page at http://christianga ys.com/news.shtml)

Below y ou can read the comment that | (Scott) sent. Things will nev er change if we do
not each tak e the time to be heard. It only tak es a few minutes.
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I w as hurt and saddened to hear that Gener al Pace decided to call thousands of activ e
dut y men and women fighting and giving up their liv esinlIr aq "Immor al". Isitnot
immor al to ha ve to hide whoy ouareandlo ve, in order to fight for the country y ou
love! Itis honor able and noble!

How long will we continue to downgr ade and mak e people a second-r ate citiz en because
of who they lo ve? How long will the military continue to fire men and women, who are

qualified, from their jobs because of who they lo ve? How long will we spend millions to
attempt to retr  ain those who were fired in order to continue the w ar on terrorism?

Do y ou not think that those y ou are hiring to replace those y ou ha ve fired also might be
gay? Fight, Serv e, Die fory our country ,justmak e surey oudoitwithy our mouth shut!

| think a person who cheats on their wife is immor al. Doy ou kick them out of service if
they cheat? Most religions teach gambling is immor al. How man y service menha ve
your fired for buying a lotto tick et? for drinking? smoking? buying porn?

Atthe v ery least | think Gener  al Pace owes Ga y and Lesbian service people an apology
and his pr aise not his homophobia.

Scott M. Williamson

(Thanks Scott!)

AIDS VACCINE NEARING REALITY AT EMORY

Excerpt:

The world could ha ve a new v accine designed to kill the AIDS virus in as little as three
to foury ears according to an A tlanta-based group working on the v accine.

It is a scientific adv  ance that could sa ve tens of millions of liv  es, and it is being
dev eloped on the campus of Emory Univ ersit y.

For a link to read the full article, please go to Gay GOOD NEWS  at http://
christiangays.com/news.shtml
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(Thanks Scott!)

GAY GOOD NEWS - OHUMAN RIGHTS PROTECTION URGED FOR
TRANSSEXUALSO - CANADA

Excerpt:

Martine Stonehouse w  as lucky enough to k  eep her job when she changed from the man
she w as into the woman she alw  ays w anted to be.

A more common experience for tr anssexuals is to lose their jobs, be denied an
apartment and ev  en to face discrimination by doctors.

To mak e sure being treated fairly depends on more than luck, NDP MPP Cheri DiNo VO
announced y esterda y she w ants to ha ve tr anssexual people afforded rights under the
Ontario Human Rights Code.

Right now , the code sa ys people can't be discriminated against - such as being denied a

job or a service - for numerous reasons including r ace, religion, sex, handicap or age.

To read the whole News Report, please go to the Gay GOOD News page at http://
christiangays.com/news.shtml

SPECIAL DAILY DEVOTION B OALL LIT UPO b by Matthew Royall

When we w ant to sa y that someone is really pleased with something we sa y that their
face lights up . It can happen when a child opens his or her Christmas presents, when

we meet someone we ha  venQ seen somebody is especially kind to us. Our face lights

up, just lik e JesusO did on the mountain when he w as tr ansfigured.

Jesus w as talking with Moses and Elijah about how he had to die in Jerusalem. Not a

particularly happ y topic. In fact, heOd just told his disciples that they too would ha ve to
die lik e him. So it @ surprising that in such sombre circumstances the T ransfigur ation
should tak e place at all.

The Transfigur ation is a boost to the disciplesO faith, a buffer in the midst of harsh
realit y, a reassur ance ev en to Jesus. God breaks through and lets his glory be seen.
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Although the disciples are facing tough times they nev ertheless are giv en the chance to
see bey ond, to glimpse the real meaning of their liv es.

God hasnCt stopped breaking through the clouds of doom that surround us in our daily

lives. There are times when we are privileged, lik e the three apostles, to catch a

glimpse of the gr andeur of God. They happen unexpectedly and we are caught una ware
but that doesnO t stop them from being real and tangible. It can be the lyrics of a song, a

passage from scripture, the smile on another personO s lips, the sentiments of a pr ayer,
the magnificence of a mountain, a sunrise or sunset, the dedication of a carer or the

struggle of people attempting to ek e out an existence in unbear  able conditions. F or
reasons that we canO t explain we are suddenly confronted with a realit y that goes

bey ond what we see with our ey es.

God is able to tak e our liv es and tr ansfigure them. So when did y our face last light up?

When did y ou last feel the presence of something greater than y ourself in the
ordinariness of y our daily round? P eter, James and John fell asleep and had to w ake up
in order to experience that T ransfigur ation. Lent is our season for sta ying a wake so that
we ma y miss nothing of what God is trying to get through to us. So when are y ou

expectingy our next T ransfigur ation?

(Thank you Matthew!)

HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN & CYNDI LAUPER

This summer , HRC has joined forces with Cyndi Lauper for the musical ev entofthey ear
in support of GLB T equalit y. The T rue Colors 2007 T our will feature Cyndi and other
legendary performers in 15 cities across the country , Starting this June 8 and ending

June 30. And a portion of ev  ery tick et sold goes directly to HRC!

Cyndi Lauper has long been a supporter of the GLB T communit y, and particularly of
HRC. Cyndi has said that her motiv ation for this tourw  as tor aise a wareness about
discrimination against the GLB T communit y and bring ga Yy and str aight audiences
together in support of equalit y.

HRC members and supporters ha  ve the opportunit y to purchase tick ets before they go
on sale to the gener al public. The ex clusiv e pre-saleis a vailable March 12-14 only for
HRC supporters!

You can sign up for Human Rights Campaign AT http://www.hrcactioncenter.org/
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actioncenter/join.html?r=A715nO71qfEIE

DVD REVIEW - OStraight Acting®

Matthew sa vys:

| w atched this DVD called "  Straight Acting " about a Mormon Missionary who battled
with his homosexualit y and being a Mormon and his faith in Christ.

Although the DVD is not a "FILM" but a ODocumentaryO about being ga y and the people
giving their LIFE Stories, | found it most enlightening and v ery helpful.

| really would recommend this if y ou are questioning not only y our sexualit y but also
your faith.

| will be using this DVD to show to the Y outh Group next week to the guys who are
having difficult coming to terms with what and who they are.

Star R ating out of 10 - (9)

If you want this DVD, | am selling it through the ChristianGays.com OStoreO for $10,
although there is a low order fee of $5 for orders under $20, so you might want to
consider buying it in addition to something else. You can find it at http://
christiangays.com/store/product_info.php?cPath=70&products_id=291

COH DEVOTION B OPRAYER WALKINGO - by Rev Dr. Jo Hudson

Excerpt:

| am currently reading A Complete Guide to Pr ayer Walking b y Linus Mundy . This simple
book reminded me thatw  alking with a wareness can be a means of slowing down and

making room for God. Mundy sa ys that w alking for pleasure or fitness is good, but ev en
walking to and from our car  , into our place of work, across the office to a colleagueO S
desk N all of our w alking can be a pr ayer. He suggests that we slow down, feel our feet

touch the earth, breathe deeply with each two to three steps and open our mind and

heart to God. Imagine how that might change y our encounter with others E ev en

driv ers on a busy freew ay.
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If you wish to read the whole devotion, you will find it on the Message Boards ->
MaryOs Favourite Devotions . The direct link is http://christiangays.com/smf/
index.php?topic=124.msg297#msg297 You may have to log in and then click on the

link again.

NEW TIDBITS

If only Closed Minds came with Closed Mouths!!

It is str ange that in our pr  aying we seldom ask for a change in char acter, but alw ays a
change in circumstances.

Whenev er the church lags behind societ y in terms of justice and human suffering, it is
not doing its job!

True happiness... is not attained through self -gr atification, but through fidelit ytoa
worth y purpose. - Helen K eller

The block of gr anite which w as an obstacle in the path  way of the weak becomes a
stepping-stone in the path  way of the strong. That block of gr anite is often nothing
more than a decision. - Thomas Carlyle

God wisely designed the human body so that we can neither pat our own backs nor kick
ourselv es too easily .

Good manners are made up of small sacrifices.

Our da ys are happier when we giv e people a bit of our heart r ather than a piece of our
mind.

(Thanks Dak and Jack!)

Page 8 of 11



Toread more Tidbits , please go to http://christiangays.com/tidbits.shtml

FROM GOD

As y ou got up this morning, | w atched y ou and hopedy ouwould talkto me,ev  enifit
was just a few words, asking m y opinion or thanking me for something good that

happened iny ourlifey esterda y. Butl noticedy ou were too busy |, trying to find the
right outfit to wear

When y ou r an around the house getting ready , | knew there would be a few minutes for
youto stopandsa Yy hello,buty ouweretobusy . Atonepointy ouhadtow ait fifteen
minutes with nothing to do ex ceptsitinachair . Thenlsa wyouspringtoy ourfeet. |
thought y ou w anted to talk to me, buty ou r an to the phone and called a friend to get

the latest gossip instead.

| w atched patiently allda  ylong. With ally our activities | guessy  ou were too busy to
say an ything to me.

| noticed that before lunch y ou look ed around, ma ybey ou felt embarr assed to talk to
me. Thatiswh yyoudidntbowy ourhead. Y ou glanced three or four tables o ver and
you noticed some of y  our friends talking to me briefly before they ate, but y ou didn't.
That's oka y. There is still more time left, and | hope that y ouwilltalktomey et.

You went home and it seems as if y ou had lots of things to do . After a few of them

were done,y outurned onthe TV . Idon'tknowify oulik e TV or not. Just about

anything goes there andy  ou spend a lot of time each da y in front of it, not thinking

about an ything, just enjo ying the show . |w aited patiently againasy  ou w atched the TV
and atey our meal, butagainy ou didn't talk to me.

Bedtime - | guessy ou felt too tired. Aftery ou said goodnighttoy  our family ,you
plopped into bed and fell asleep in no time.

That's oka y becausey ou ma y notrealiz ethatlamalw aystherefory ou. I'v egot
patience, morethany ouwillev erknow . lev enw anttoteachy ouhow to be patient
with others as well.

Ilo ve yousomuchthatlw aitev eryday for a nod, pr ayer or thought, or a thankful part
of y our heart. Itis hard to ha ve a one-sided con versation.

Well, y ou are getting up once again. Once again | will w ait, with nothing butlo  ve for
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you, hoping that toda yy ou will giv e me some time.
Have a nice da y!

Your friend,
GOD

(Thanks Jack!)

A VOICE FROM THE BACK PEW

There w as a preacher whose wife w  as expecting a bab y so he went before the
congregation and ask edforar aise.

After much discussion, they passed a rule that whenev er the preacher's family
expanded, so would his pa  ycheck.

After 6 children, this started to get expensiv e and the congregation decided to hold
another meeting to discuss the preacher's salary

There w as much y elling and bick ering about how much the clergyman's
additional children were costing the church! Finally , the Preacher got up and spok e to
the crowd, "Children are a Gift from God," he said.

Silence fell on the congregation.

In the back pew , a little old lady stood up and in her fr ail v oice said, "R ain is also a gift
from God, but when we get too much of it, we wear rubbers."

And the congregation said, "Amen! o

(Thanks Dorothy!)

God bless,
Mary
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Gay AND Christian? YES! It IS Possible!
http://www .ChristianGa ys.com

Mary P earson
43 Epps Cres
Ajax, ON,

L1Z 1G2
Canada

Gay by God. Proud by choice!

If you believe in this ministry, any Donation would be most gratefully appreciated.
Please go to the Donations page at http://christiangays.com/donations.shtml for
information.

If y ou ha ve any questions or concerns, please write to mary@christianga__ys.com

ChristianGa ys.com does not send unsolicited email. All email addresses, including AOL, are obtained solely through
Registr ation on the Subscribe page or Chat registr ation using an opt  -in automated Mailing List management
application through Y  ahoo .com.

Chat R eminders will usually be sent 3 times per week.
Newsletters will usually be sent from 1 or 2 times per week.

HOW TO UNSUBSCRIBE

Click on the appropriate Unsubscribe link below which will bring up a letter . Noneedtot ype an ything. Just hit
0SendO and you will automatically be remo ved from the email address from which y ou are sending - but remember ,
we will missy ou. :-(

Newsletters - CGNewsletter -unsubscribe@y ahoogroups.com

Chat Reminders - ChristianGa_ysChat -unsubscribe@y ahoogroups.com

Daily Devotions - CGDev otions-unsubscribe@y ahoogroups.com

Prayer Team - CGPray-unsubscribe@y ahoogroups.com

List Serve - ChristianGa_ysl-unsubscribe@y ahoogroups.com
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